[Utility of reinjection method in stress Tl-201 myocardial scintigraphy to assess viability of the infarcted myocardium].
To assess viability of the infarcted myocardium, we performed stress Tl-201 myocardial scintigraphy using reinjection method in 37 patients with old myocardial infarction, and in 13 patients of them, Tl myocardial imagings were performed in resting state on the other day within 4 weeks after this examination. In this method, 111 MBq (3 mCi) of thallium was injected at the peak of exercise and initial and delayed images were acquired, then additionally 37 MBq (1 mCi) of thallium was injected after delayed scanning (reinjection) and we obtained post-reinjection images. Delayed images showed redistribution in 15 patients (41%), and no redistribution in 22 patients (59%). In post-reinjection images, 7 (19%) of 15 patients with redistribution and 3 (8%) of 22 patients without redistribution showed improvement of thallium uptake, in total 10 patients (27%) had additional thallium uptake in infarcted regions. And the degree of thallium uptake in post-reinjection images were almost equal to that in resting images. In conclusion, myocardial imaging using thallium reinjection method may be useful for the assessment of viability of the infarcted myocardium.